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Madison Square Garden 
The Old Gospel in a New Arena 


Just three years ago it was the privilege of 
the writer to be in London for the last twelve 
days of the meetings at Harringay. A year 
later we were in the same city for the last four 
meetings at Wembly Stadium. On both occa- 
sions we saw such marvelous demonstrations 
of the power of the simple preaching of the 
Gospel that, as we wrote at the time, “this must 
be believed to be seen.”” Only faith could enable 
one to see the full implications of that which 
God was doing. 


Now, three years later, we have a detailed 
letter from Dr. Charles T. Cook, dean of British 
religious journalists, telling of the continuing 
blessings of these meetings, of converts going 
on to spiritual maturity and bringing new bless- 
ings and spiritual life to communities and 
churches. One convert speaks of being a 
“spiritual great-grandfather,” in that he knows 
of people whom he won to Christ who have 
won others to Christ who have, in turn, won 
still others to Him. 


One of the significant things at the great 
Wembly meetings was that, of the two thousand 
counselors present to help new converts, seven 
hundred had themselves been won to Christ 
only the year before at Harringay. 


In the very limited contacts the writer had, 
he knows of two prominent young men in 
London, one an outstanding star of the stage; 
the other a prominent army officer, both of 
whom have renounced their careers to go into 


full-time Christian service. 
~ 


Wednesday night, May 15th, the writer was 
at Madison Square Garden in New ope — 
in the heart of the city. 


On that night 18,500 people sat and listened 
to a simple message of man’s dilemma — SIN — 
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and of the one solution — REDEMPTION 
THROUGH CHRIST. At the conclusion of 
the sermon the necessity of making a decision, 
either for Christ or against Him, was quietly 
made, and the people were urged to accept Him 
as Saviour and Lord. After this one invitation 
not one further word of urging was said but 
704 people went forward and later into the 
counselling room where each was dealt with 
personally by a trained counsellor. 


Who were they? God alone knows their hearts 
and the worki of the Holy Spirit which re- 
sulted in these men and women getting up from 
every part of the Garden and walking quietly 
to the front. Sitting where many of these peo- 
ple could be seen rather closely we can only 
Say it was a cross-section of America today. There 
were men and women and boys and girls (it 
seemed to us that the overwhelming number 
were adults with the average age being around 
thirty), and there were peoples of many racial 
and cultural backgrounds — Orientals, Negroes, 
whites, the cultured and the dregs of humanity. 
There was an Army colonel in uniform hold- 
ing his wife’s hand. There was a hard-bitten 
newspaper man. There was a man who looked 
like a dock hand, with scarred face set in quiet 
determination. 


There was absolutely no emotion, nothing but 
quiet. A few had tears trickling down their 
cheeks. 


What brought all of this about? There are 
several factors and they are worthy of note be- 
cause in them are found the elements which 
make possible similar scenes anywhere in the 
world: 


The prayers of God’s people. The writer 
was sitting next to a hotel executive. We re- 
marked: “Do you realize that this is the most 
prayed-for spot in all the world and the most 
prayed-for event in all of the world’s history?” 
He gave a startled exclamation. It is thrilling 
to know that God’s people, even by the mil- 
lions, are praying for this New York Campaign. 
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The day of the opening meeting a cable came 
saying that that very night 5000 Christians in 
one city in India would be uniting their hearts 
in prayer for God’s blessing to be poured out 
at Madison Square Garden. All over the world 
cottage prayer meetings are being held; every- 
where there are individuals who are praying 
for a mighty blessing. Little wonder that bless- 
ing is coming! 


The power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The 
Gospel is still the power of God unto salvation 
to those who believe. Let it be preached m 
its simplicity and in faith and God will honor 
it wherever it is preached. 


The power of the Holy Spirit. No man comes 
to Christ except as the Holy Spirit moves his 
heart and makes him receptive to the Gospel. 
But the Holy Spirit does just that when the 
conditions are met. He is not dependent on 
anything other than surrendered hearts and 
minds and lives and the faithful presentation of 
God’s way of salvation. 


There are other elements in these meetings 
which need but passing mention. A surrendered 
messenger; prayer-directed planning; men will- 
ing to join in one common purpose to make 
Christ known; faith to believe God and take 
Him at His word. 


The cost of the Campaign. ‘Yo the worldling 
this has been the subject of discussion and many 
newspaper articles. ‘To some within the Church 
it has been an occasion of saying: ‘““Why this 
wae . .«.. sen give to the poor.” 
But the answer which has silenced most 1s 
the simple statement that the entire campaign 
at Madison Square Garden will cost less than 
one fighter plane; that less money is involved 
than in one major prize-fight. But the best 
answer of all is simply this — one saved soul 
is worth more than all the world. | 


Because we believe that God’s conditions have 
been and are being met we expect to see mighty 
blessings in the weeks to come. In the first 
four meetings more than 2,750 people went 
forward. 


But Satan will not take this lying down. 
There will be many things which will show 
that he hates and resists the preaching of the 
Gospel right in the heart of the area where 
he has held sway so long. There will be ugly 
rumors, some untoward incidents, some _ half- 


truths, some back-biting and ugly criticism, 
some bald lies, some attempts to “frame” those 
participating in the Crusade. From unexpected 
sources there will come attacks which will make 
the heart sick and some men to question. Such 
reactions are inevitable. | 


But because God is greater than the enemy 
of souls there will also be great triumph of His 


grace. 


This is no time to stop praying. Probably 
more than ever Mr. Graham and the team and 
every member of the Crusade Committee, along 
with the counsellors, choir members and ushers 
and the people of New York need the prayers 
of God’s people. In answer to these prayers 
it is possible that a spiritual awakening may 
come which not only can shake New York but 


_ carry its influence around the world. 


Within the Church there are critics and de- 
tractors. ‘These should themselves pray that 
every aspect of the Crusade may be guided and 


used of God. We should also pray for the 


scoffers without, that the Holy Spirit will con- 
vict their own hearts. One liberal journal has 


editorially opposed the Crusade and stated its 


purpose to do so on a we-have-closed-our-minds 
basis. Several extreme “Fundamentalist” lead- 
ers have joined hands in a campaign of dis- 
tortions and untruths against the meetings at 
Madison Square Garden. 


‘This is a time for us all to pray as we have 
never prayed before. Just one hundred years 


ago, as a result of the Fulton Street Prayer 


Meetings, there came a mighty spiritual awak- 
ening in America. The heart’s concern of Chris- 
tians for the lost and their united prayers for 
an outpouring of the Holy Spirit brought the 
blessings which swept across our nation and 
which continued for decades. 


The same God who answered prayers one 
hundred years ago answers them today and the 
same Gospel which brought results then saves 


souls today. 


In all of this the glory is to God and the work 
is His. If we will earnestly pray we will be 
able to join the Psalmist as he says: 


“This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in 


our eyes.” 
L.N.B. 
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The Christian Gospel: 
Its Genesis 


“according to the will of God” 
By J. G. S. S. Thompson, Ph.D. 


The main points which we wish to empha- 
size in our study of the uniqueness of the Chris- 
tian gospel may be taken from Gal. i. 3,4, where 
the apostle expresses the hope that grace and 
peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ may rest upon his Galatian converts. 
The phrase that may be used with reference 
to the Genesis of the Christian gospel is in 
v. 4: “According to the will of our God and 
Father.” There you have the true origin of 
the gospel of Christ. Several things follow. 


(1) We must be quite certain about this: 
the gospel of the blessed God is not a man made 
affair. It is not a doctrinal scheme that was 
gradually evolved by the Christian Church and 
propounded by her as an explanation of her 
unusual corporate experience of the life and 
Presence of God. The gospel of Christ did not 
have its genesis in any human brain. It had 
its origin in the eternal will of Almighty God. 


(2) This also means that the gospel did 
not begin with Paul. It did not even begin 
when the Christian Church began. The gospel 
is not even co-eval with Moses or Abraham. 
Indeed essentially the Christian gospel is older 
even than creation. The New ‘Testament is 
quite clear on this point. Christ is described 
as the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world (Rev. xili. 8,). Or as Peter puts it: Christ 
“who was foreknown indeed before the founda- 
tion of the world” (1 Pet. i. 19,). Therefore, 
when Christ was finally delivered up to Pontius 
Pilate it was “by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God” (Ac. ii. 23,), as Peter 
again expresses it in his sermon on the day of 
Pentecost. And Paul also manifests this strong 
sense of the pre-historicity of the gospel of 
Christ. The gospel is the revelation of the 
mystery which was kept secret from eternity 
(Rom. xvi. 25,). Hence our own calling in 
grace “‘was given us in Christ Jesus before times 
eternal” (2 Tim. 1. 9, cf., also Tit. i. 2, Eph. 
i.4) . 


(3) We must, therefore, perforce get behind 
this material world of time and space to find 
the genesis of the Christian gospel. It was born 
in the mind of God. It lay hidden in the secret 
counsel of Almighty God till God in Christ 
made it a historical reality in the Incarnation, 
the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, and the As- 
cension of Jesus Christ. The gospel, that is to 
say, was decreed by God, it was established by 
God, it was consummated by God. “God was 
in Christ” when He was reconciling the world 
unto Himself. 
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(4) A grasp of this New Testament truth 
will save us from at least two false notions. 


(a) The first of these is that of conceiving 
the gospel to be an offer of what God will do 
if the sinner does his part. That is not where 
the New Testament emphasis lies. It is not 
the announcement of what God will do if the 
sinner prays with sufficient fervour, or beseeches 
with sufficient earnestness, or works with sul- 
ficient diligence, or believes with sufficient sin- 
cerity. The Christian gospel, as set forth in the 
New Testament, is the announcement of what 
God has already done in Christ. This is God’s 
gospel. It is God’s good news that He has 
entered into saving relationships with men in 
Christ. It is “according to the will of God” 
therefore it heralds the self-movement of God 
towards sinners. 


(b) The second false notion of the gospel 
from which our minds will be purged if we 
remember that its genesis is in the will of God 
is that the gospel announces that God the Father 
may now be bribed, or appeased, or besought 
by a pleading Christ, now that the latter’s death 
has been accomplished on the cross. Part of 
the good news announced in the gospel is that 
God made the first move in effecting our re- 
demption through Christ, otherwise we would 
still be without hope and without God in the 
world because still in our sins and, therefore, 
still under the judgment of a just and a holy 
God. 


(5) ‘To express it in other terms: because 
the gospel is “according to the will of God,” 
this gospel is God in action. It is the proclama- 
tion of the mighty works of redemption effected 
by God on behalf of us guilty sinners. The gos- 
pel is “‘according to the will of God,” therefore 
it is the astounding announcement that God in 
grace and mercy has taken the initiative in 
salvation by coming in the Person of Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was the Eternal Word made 
flesh, to live among, and die for, men living 
in sin and rebellion. God in Christ has lived 
a sinless life, died a vicarious death, effected a 
triumphant resurrection, to save us from our 
sins, and is, therefore, the God of redemption 


who now redeems men from their iniquity. 


(6) Let it be laid down, then, and firmly 
believed in, as an incontrovertible fact, that the 
genesis of our gospel is the will of God, and 
that it is “the mystery which hath been hid 
from ages and from generations, but now is 
made manifest to his saints” (Col. i. 2,6). Such 
a gospel, then, is surely the most shattering 
good news that has ever fallen on mortal ears! 
No wonder this gospel of the blessed God still 
thrills and amazes both the heart of him who 
hears it, and the heart of him who proclaims 
it. And who would be ashamed of such a com- 
mission! 
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Spiritual Appetite 


“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled”; “As 
the hart panteth after ‘the water brooks, so 
panteth my soul after thee, O God.” 


I often think how good things tasted when 
I was a boy. It was not because the food was 
better. The butter and bread and buttermilk 
and the mush and the corn bread and the other 
simple food was so good that I dream about 
it sometimes. It was not better food, but a 
BETTER APPETITE. 


We pray for lots of good things. Do we 
really want what we pray for? Do we have 
an appetite for spiritual food? Do our souls 
yearn to be good and pure and wise and Christ- 
like? 


I wonder if it would not be a good thing © 


to pray that God will make us hungry and 
thirsty. If we hunger and thirst after righteous- 


ness; if our souls pant after God, then He will © 


answer the prayer of our heart, even when it 
is not expressed in words; He will give us 
what our souls long for. 


The kingdom of God is represented as a 
FEAST of good things. Ho, everyone that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that 
hath no money; come ye, buy and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk without money and 


without price. What value is a feast, if we — 


have no appetite? 


O God, make us hungry! Make us thirsty! 
—J.K.P. 


Seeing by Touching 


Seeing with the two literal eyes is often 
mentioned in the Scriptures. Yet the words 


for seeing and even for eyes are used in a 


wider connotation. In Isaiah 1.1 the prophet 
sees the vision, in 2.1 he saw the word. In 
Ephesians 1.18 the Apostle speaks of the eyes 
of our understanding or the eyes of our hearts. 


In the resurrection accounts there are fre- 
quent references to the eye witnesses. But here 
also sometimes seeing is used with reference to 
the other senses. In Luke 24.39 the clause occurs 
“handle me and see, for a spirit has not flesh 
and bones as ye behold me having.” In Igna- 
tius to the Smyrnaeans III there is the same 
thought: 


“Lay hold, handle me and see that I am 
not an incorporeal spirit.” The reference to 
the other disciples saying to Thomas, “We 
have seen the Lord,” Jn.20.24 evidently in- 


_ Cludes this account. The tense is the imperfect 


which indicates that they kept on_ telling 
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Thomas of all that they had seen of the Lord 
in every way. 


Accordingly Thomas asked to see in His 
hands the print of the nails, and put his finger 
in the print of the nails and put his hand into 
His side. When Jesus appeared he commanded 
Thomas: 


“Reach hither thy finger and see my hands.” 
The only seeing which the risen Jesus explicitly 
told ‘Thomas to do was to see with his finger. 
Accordingly, when our Lord said, “Because 
thou hast seen me, thou has believed, blessed 
are those that have not seen, and yet have be- 
lieved” he must have included this seeing with 
the finger. Of course, this means test, ascer- 
tain, make sure by handling. Rather than 
exegete this passage in John 20.24-29 as mean- 
ing that there is no record of Thomas’ touch- 
ing therefore he did not touch him, we ought 
to say that inasmuch as the only seeing our 
Lord commanded Thomas to do was with his 
finger, therefore the seeing and not seeing of 
verse 29 included this seeing with his finger, 
that is, handling the risen Lord. 


LETTERS. 


Thornwell Orhpanage President 
Writes to a Mother 


Clinton, S. C. 
April 26, 1957 


—W.C.R. 


This morning we received a contribution from 
your son, Mr... . and his wife, requesting that 
we use it as a Mother’s Day tribute to you. They 
felt that a contribution to Thornwell would 
benefit the children more than any gift they 
could buy for you. This is one of the love- 
liest gestures we have had the privilege of re- 
ceiving during our years at Thornwell. Knowing 
your love for this work and your interest in 
orphan children, I am sure it will be one of 
the happiest remembrances that you have ever 
received. | 


Your children are to be congratulated in this 
respect. I am sure you will have a very happy 
Mother’s Day. 


Most cordially yours, 
M. A. Macdonald, 
President & Treasurer 
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An Alternative “To 'LDivore 


By Gabriel E. Abdullah, Pastor 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 


Jacksonville, Florida 


There is a passage of scripture which clearly 
rules out divorce for the Christian unless fornt- 
cation is involved. ‘That passage is found in 
The Gospel according to Mark, the 10th Chap- 
ter, verses 1 through 12. In the Revised Stan- 
dard Version, this passage reads: And he left 
there and went to the region of Judea and be- 
yond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to him 
and again, as his custom was, he _ taught 
them. And Pharisees came up and in order to 
test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce 
his wife?” He answered them “‘What did Moses 
command you?” They said “Moses permitted a 
man to write a certificate of divorce, and put 
her away.” But Jesus said to them, “For your 
hardness of heart he wrote you this Command- 
ment. But from the beginning of creation, God 
made them male and female. For this reason 
a man shall leave his father and mother and 
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become 
one. So they are no longer two but one. What 
therefore God has joined together, let not man 
put asunder.” 


“And in the house the disciples asked him 
again about this matter and he said to them, 
‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her, and if she divorces 
her husband and marries another, she commits 
adultery.’ 


The above quotation is from the Christian’s 
own infallible rule of faith and practice, the 
Holy Bible, the Word of God. The one who 
spoke these words long ago in Judea is not dead, 
but is the living Lord, and today He speaks to 
all who will hear. 


To appreciate this passage of Scripture one 
must remember that Jesus taught it. It was His 
purpose to dispel the darkness of ignorance 
through the diffusion of the light of truth. He 
proposed at all times to help men. Jesus is 
primarily interested in men, in individual human 


beings in the world. Jesus is interested and 


concerned about every one of them, about their 
relationship to His Father, and the eternal wel- 
fare of their souls. He speaks here in this pas- 
sage as the gentle and good Shepherd. He 
reaches out with a heart of compassion that men 
might know the truth and live. His teaching 
is to help men, not to hurt them. And like 
all his other teaching, this in Mark is one offered 
with love, to answer a crying need. He taught 
the people, not a particular class, but the peo- 
ple as a whole. His teaching was as impartial 
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as the sunshine that challenges all hearts in 


all ages and in all lands. And His teaching 


about divorce is that am innocent party may 
sue for divorce when the other is guilty of 
fornication or adultery, and for no other cause. 
The Confession of Faith of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., Chapter XXVI, Paragraph V, 
reads: “In the case of adultery after marriage, 
it is lawful for the innocent party to sue out 
a divorce, and after the divorce to marry another 
as if the offending party were dead.” It is re- 
corded in J] Corinthians 6:9: ‘“Adulterers will 
not_enter the Kingdom of God.” When, how- 


ever, adultery or fornication ts not an issue, then | 


Jesus prohibits divorce. Why? What are his 
reasons? What is the mind of Christ in this 
matter? 


It must be acknowledged that while marriage 
itself, as an institution, was designed for the 
promotion of happiness and for the relief of 
disappointments, anxieties, and dlistresses to 
which we are subject in our present state, it 
does not always produce the effects for which 
it was appointed. Sometimes, marriage increases 
the gloom it was intended to dispel, and makes 
heavier the weight which it was expected to 
make lighter. Surely Jesus observed this to be 


the case in some unions. It is therefore to be 


considered to what causes such unpleasing ef- 
fects, so contrary to the end of the institution, 
are to be attributed. It is necessary to ask 
whether those suffering under such conditions 
are to put the blame for their misery on other 
causes than their own folly, and to the neglect 


_of those duties which wisdom, prudence, and 


their Christian Faith equally require. 


The vow of marriage may be properly con- 
sidered as a vow of perpetual and indissaluble 
friendship. A friendship which no change of 
fortune nor any alteration of external circum- 
stances can be allowed to interrupt or weaken. 
After the commencement of the married state 
there remain no longer any separate interests; 
matrimony admits of no separate possessions, 
no incommunicable interests. The two indi- 
viduals having been united are to enjoy the same 
enjoyments and suffer the same misfortunes, the 
same success and the same disappointments. 


The Saviour has declared that a man shall 
leave his father and mother and cling to his 
wife. By His apostles, He has instructed those 
who enter this relation to cherish a mutual 
esteem and love, to bear with each other’s in- 
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firmities and weaknesses; to comfort each other 
in sickness, trouble, and sorrow; to provide for 
each other, and for their household, in temporal 
things by honest industry. In the marriage cere- 
mony used from The Book of Common Wor- 
ship of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., both 
the man and the woman do “promise and 
covenant, before God and these witnesses to be 
the loving and faithful husband (or wife), in 
plenty and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in 
sickness and in health, so long as we both shall 
live.” | 


Divorce, except on ground of fornication or 
adultery, is not for the Christian. The hard- 
hearted were granted a divorce on other grounds 
by Moses because of their hard-heartedness, be- 
cause they should willingly blind their eyes 
to the way of truth so plain, to arguments of 
love and mercy so convincing. This hardness 
of heart, unless recognized and repented of, 
would one day bring an awful misery upon 
those possessing it. They would by it injure 
themselves, and by their blind enmity secure 
their own destruction. By their willful rejec- 
tion of the light of God which would have il- 
luminated them with Heavenly brightness, and 
brought them into the fullness of joy of a life 
quickened by His Spirit, the hard-hearted in 
their hatred and rebellion determinedly and 
resolutely destroy their own souls. 


God save us from the unfeeling, unyielding, 
impenetrable, obstinate heart, for it would lead 
to something worse than death. Doctors speak 
of a hardening of the arteries that leads to 
death, but when it takes place in the heart it 
is of the worst kind. The heart ought to be 
all tenderness, and when it is not, the life must 
be coarse and evil. There are none so blind 
as those that will not see, and the hard-hearted 
are of the blindest order. These are of those 
who have “Eyes to see but see not” who know, 
but do not act on their knowledge, who do not 
wish to be convinced and converted, who are 
desperately set on hating, and strengthen them- 


selves in the resolve that they would not be © 


convinced, and would not cease to oppose the 
pleading Spirit of the God of Love and Com- 


passion, but harden themselves against known | 


duty and plain right. Such people are dead 
while they live; they have a form of Godliness 
but deny the power of it; they present a fair 
outside, but secretly practice all manner of 
abominations. | 


One possessing a hard heart may be very ten- 


der towards other people, he may have great 


tenderness toward everybody but the Lord. Some 
people are so fond of pleasing others that they 
have no time or desire to be Christians. They 
have not the moral stamina and courage to 
oppose anyone for truth’s sake. These may be 
looked upon with pity, for often they are so 
self-denying, so kind, and so considerate to 
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others, yet are so cruel to God and to them- 
selves. Their fears are driving them to spiritual 
suicide. To save a little trouble in this life 
they are heaping up an awful judgment. Though 
they may be often rebuked, they but harden 
their necks. Though occasionally on the verge 
of yielding, they recover their evil firmness and 
hold on their way with a perseverance worthy 


of a better cause. Better things may often have 


been hoped for them, but as often they have 
blighted these hopes. It shows a strong constitu- 


tion, a very hard heart, and an awful vitality 


for evil to deliberately sin against conscience 
and conviction. 


The outwardly moral man is often a hardened 
rebel against God. His pride of character helps 
to harden him against any offer of help and 
mercy, even though such help may come from 


God through faith in Christ. He condemns 
_ others who really are no worse than himself. 


There is an abominable kind of worldly wis- 
dom and care that keeps some men out of cer- 
tain sins — they are too mean and stingy to be 
wasteful, too fond of comfort to plunge into 
risky sins. There is an awful judgment for those 
who have learned to sin deliberately, and to 
measure out iniquity as if it were a lawful com- 
modity, to be weighed by the ounce and the 


pound. On account of their strength of mind, 


better things should be expected of them. Such 
persons can not plead violence of passion, or 
feebleness of judgment — these are the cool, 
calculating transgressors who have used the 
powers of their minds not to glorify God but 


‘to bring upon themselves dreadful judgment of 


an indignant Creator. For these there is reserved 


_a deeper hell, though they may for a time escape 


a present condemnation. 


Divorce was granted the hard of heart, but 
divorce is not for the Christian, except on 


grounds of fornication or adultery. Jesus seems 


to be telling us divorce solves nothing, particu- 
larly does it fail to correct in either party or 
both the immature attitudes that are responsible 
for the breaking up of so many marriages. Jesus 
also seems to imply that happiness can arise 
out of sorrow. Couples whose ideas about things 
are different can be made to see eye to eye on 
basic issues. By gaining new insight into the 
complexities of each other’s personality, and 
by continually stripping one’s self of layer upon 


_ layer of false ideas, attitudes and affections, hap- 


piness can be achieved. Mr. A. E. Wiggam, 
D. Sc., states in a recent newspaper article that 
“One psychologist asserts that ‘divorce begins 
by age five.’ Extensive studies show that preju- 
dice against other social classes, religions, races, 
as well as delinquency tendencies, are formed 
by age eight. So with our emotional prepara- 


tion for marriage. When we are acting from 


‘pure reason,’ we are largely motivated by that 
vast world of ‘lost’ experiences that are still 
lurking in our ‘unconscious minds.’” I do 
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not want to minimize the problems that may 
arise in a mutual relationship but I do want to 
give assurance that happiness and much joy 
can come out of a marriage that may seem to 
have been a mistake. Telling a lie to someone 
else is bad, but lying to one’s self is often even 
worse. And, if those couples having trouble 
would be honest with themselves they would 
admit that much of their trouble may be traced 
to him or herself; that while one may be bossy 
and greedy, the other may be selfish and lazy. 


One may not be consciously dishonest but, 
in a movie-fed, novel-fed, pride filled, vain 
mind, one may be carrying a lot of dead timber 
that needs clearing out if he would start living 
in a better way than before. 


Many unhappy people come to God for Help, 
which is commendable, but they must realize 


that the Lord helps those who help themselves; 


that He requires an effort on the part of those 
able to make an effort. Faith, prayer, and 
worship will strengthen, enlighten and enhance 
our powers, but we must co-operate by doing 
what God prescribes, and by availing ourselves 
of those things and that knowledge which He 
has provided. For the body He has provided 
medical doctors; for the emotions and the mind 
there are psychiatrists and psychologists; for 


the spirit there are ministers of the Church; 


and for marital difficulties there are His min- 
isters, His Church, and marriage counsellors. 


It would be fine if one would first get ac- 
quainted with himself, if he would ask himself 
“What do I really want to do? What do I 
really think?” How seldom people ask them- 
selves these questions! 


Forms of recreation such as fishing and play- 
ing together are helpful and creative. There 
are many games that will enliven fellowship. 
The sun is bright and the air is good, and the 
breeze will help blow the cobwebs out of the 
relationship. There are many lonely people 
besides yourselves — invite your friends for 
dinner, make new ones. Become aware of other 
people’s needs and fears, instead of feeling fright- 
ened, hostile and involved with yourself. Most 
people have wonderful qualities and it would 
help if you did more appreciating things and 
less worrying about being appreciated. The 
Church affords a real opportunity for making 
friends, for fellowship, and for working together 
in worthwhile projects. To follow Jesus and 
be busy about the tasks He assigns is a must in 
a Christian’s life. It may occur to you that 
you have often been inconsiderate and imma- 
ture in your relationship with each other; that 
you have often been intolerant of his or her 
actions and point of view. Too many men and 
women tell themselves “Well, now that we’re 
married I'll be able to straighten him (or her) 
out on this or that,” instead of looking to their 
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own actions and attitudes. As our realization 
of the value of human beings grows we become 
more mature. If we keep ourselves attractive, 
others will be attracted to us. If we learn to 
appreciate them, they will appreciate us. 


Marriage is an adult relationship. Jesus is 
right—divorce will solve nothing. If the causes 
for the difficulties are discovered in both parties 
and ironed out then love and mutual respect 
may be restored. A good marriage is the finest 
relationship in the world; Both the man and 
the woman have their contribution to make 


to its success. Let each look into himself and © 


change accordingly and become a more mature 
person, and they will find as much love for 
each other as any man can have for a woman 
or any woman for a man. 


Not divorce, but a sincere and earnest effort 
to develop within himself, with the help of 
Almighty God, a positive, vibrant and vital 
personality. For “Whoever divorces his wife 
and marries another, commits adultery against 
her, and if she divorces her husband and mar- 
ries another, she commits adultery.” 


In the Revised Standard Version of the Gos- 
pel according to Mark, the 8th Chapter, verses 
34 through 38, we read “And He called to Him 
the multitude and His disciples and said to 
them — ‘Jf any man would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. For whoever would save his life 
will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my 
sake and the Gospel’s will save it. For what 
does it profit a man, to gain the whole world 
and forfeit his life? For what can a man give 
mm return for his life? For whoever is ashamed 
of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man 
also be ashamed, when he comes in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels’.” 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 9 


Brothers Reconciled 


Background Scripture: Genesis 29 - 33 
Devotional Reading: Hosea 14 — 


There are different opinions as to when Jacob was converted. Some believe that his conversion 
took place at Bethel when he had the vision we studied in our last lesson of the ladder stretched 
from earth to heaven and the angels ascending and descending upon it, and heard the gracious 
words and the promise of God that He would be with and not leave him until He had finished the 


work of grace. This was certainly a momentous even 


can date his conversion from Bethel. We see 
little or no evidence of any real change in 
Jacob’s life during the years which followed 
while he was in the home of Laban, and we 
know that when they left there Rachel had 
stolen some of her father’s idols to take with her. 


It was at Peniel, where Jacob wrestled with 


the angel, and had his name changed to Israel, - 


that a more radical change took place in Jacob. 
It is true that he is still called Jacob at times, 
but his better name gradually becomes more 
predominant. If he was converted at Bethel, 
then at Peniel there was a rededication and re- 
consecration of life. 


Our topic ‘is not directly concerned with 
Jacob’s conversion, however, but with his rec- 


onciliation with Esau, his offended and angry 


brother, who had threatened to kill him. In 
our Devotional Reading we have the plea of 
the prophet Hosea that Israel return to God. 
Paul tells us that our message is a message 


of reconciliation as we plead with men to be . 


reconciled to God. Jesus tells us in the Sermon 
on the Mount that if we bring our gift to the 
altar and there remember that our brother has 
ought against us, we are to leave our gift and 
go first and be reconciled to our brother and 


_ then come and offer our gift. 


Our Background Scripture gives us two dis- 
tinct pictures: (1) Jacob and Laban, and (2) 
Jacob and Esau. 


I. Jacob and Laban: Chapters 29- 31. 

This is the story of two selfish, tricky, men 
of the world. It does not look as if either one 
was a converted man. It is the case of Greek 
meeting Greek, or literally, of Jew meeting 
Jew, except that they got the name of “Jew” 
later on in history There seems to be some 
kind of love between the two, (blood is thicker 
than water, they say), but it does not prevent 
both from doing all in their power to cheat 
and outdo the other. Jacob is being treated 
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t in the life of Jacob, and it may be that we 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


to the same sort of trickery that he had prac- 
ticed himself. 


The meeting between Jacob and Rachel is 
beautiful and touching. It seems to be “love 
at first sight” on the part of Jacob, and it was 
lasting love. If his romance had not become 
involved with Laban’s scheming and consequent- 
ly with other women, I suppose we would have 
had an ideal marriage. 


When Laban suggested wages, Jacob was 
ready with his answer: “And Jacob loved 
Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven years 
for Rachel, thy youngest daughter . . . and 
Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they 
seemed unto him but a few days, for the love 
he had to her.” Here is a lovely dream only 
to be shattered by the crafty Laban, who sub- 
stituted his older daughter, Leah, for Rachel, 
when the wedding night came. (I wonder if 
Jacob remembered how he had deceived his 
father.) The result was that Jacob had to 
serve another seven years for Rachel, although 
he did not wait that long before he married her. 


Instead of the home of his dreams with the 
woman whom he loved, Jacob has a wretched 
home where two jealous sisters wrangle with 
each other. —To make matters worse Leah be- 
comes the mother of several children while 
Rachel is childless for a long time. Then, to 
further complicate the situation, both Rachel 
and Leah give him their handmaids for sec- 
ondary wives. I heard a preacher call Joseph’s 
half-brothers “Rough-necks” once and this is 
a rather appropriate name for them. What 
could you expect from such a home? In this 
household of jealousies and intrigues and hatred 
there seems to be no trace of a godly seed. 
Jacob and his sons must be chastened and 
changed before they are in any degree worthy 
of the covenant promises. 
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In addition to these home troubles Jacob 
and Laban have a “tug-of-war” in their business 
dealings with each other. Jacob charges Laban 
with all sorts of wrongdoing; that he had served 
him fourteen years for his two daughters and 
six years for his cattle, and that Laban had 
changed his wages ten times. In spite of it 
all Jacob prospered so greatly that Laban’s sons 
became jealous and felt that Jacob was gradually 
getting all their father’s possessions. When 
things finally become unbearable, Jacob calls 
his wives, consults with them, and flees from 
the scene, turning his face toward the land 
of Canaan. Laban pursues and overtakes him 
and they chide each other as I have mentioned. 
They agree to separate and set up a heap of 
stones as a witness. Verse forty-nine is called 
“The Mizpah Benediction” and is often used 
as such, but, as we see from the context — 
verses 50-55 — it is not exactly appropriate. 
Thus ends twenty years of intrigue and hard 
work. Jacob went out a lonely lad; he returns 
a rather wealthy man with a large family and 
household. God has abundantly blessed him 
materially, but he needs something else. 


Il. Jacob and Esau: 32-33. 


Far worse than his fear of Laban is Jacob’s 
fear of Esau. He begins to realize that he is 
about to meet the brother whom he wronged 
years ago. Both of them had prospered, but 
Esau appears to be the stronger of the two, 
and certainly more warlike, for word comes to 
Jacob that his brother is coming to meet him 
with four hundred men. ‘Then Jacob was 
greatly afraid.” Jacob takes all the precautions 
possible to assure the safety of his household 
and to appease the wrath of Esau. He divides 
the people with him into two bands, hoping 
that at least one will be spared. Then he ap- 
proaches God in a very earnest and humble 
prayer. He confesses his unworthiness but does 
not seem to realize how greatly he has sinned. 
It is mainly a plea that God will deliver him 
out of the hand of Esau, and he reminds God 
of the promise He had made at Bethel. He 
next arranges to send what might be called a 
‘Progressive Present” for his brother. It was 
to be an elaborate present. ‘The droves of sheep 
and cattle were sent in separated bunches. He 
was seeking by these presents to pacify him 
before they met. He had done all he could, 
and- was “at his wit’s end.” 


“And Jacob was left alone: and there wrestled 
a man with him until the breaking of the day.” 
It was quite a wrestling match, and “the man” 
had to touch the hollow of Jacob’s thigh and 
put it out of joint. Still he clung to his op- 
ponent and said, I will not let thee go, except 
thou bless me. His name is changed from Jacob 
to Israel and he receives the blessing. He called 


the name of the place Peniel. This is either 


PAGE 10 


the place of his real conversion or the place 
of his real surrender to God. From the time 
of his vision at Bethel until he comes to Peniel 
we see little or no evidence of a change in 
Jacob; he is still a tricky man of the world. 
From now on, however, there is a change. There 
are times when he is still called by his old 
name, Jacob, but his new name, Israel, Prince 
with God, is used more and more. God is 
still not through with Jacob; he has to go 
through many trials and chastenings. He is 
still reaping the harvest of his evil deeds. 


Chapter thirty-three describes the meeting be- 
tween the two brothers. No doubt Esau started 
out with the intention of revenging himself 
in some drastic manner, perhaps even killing 
Jacob, as he had threatened to do, but he is 
softened either by the presents which Jacob 
sent, or by the power of God, or by both, for 
the meeting turns out to be a very affectionate 
one. “And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced 
him, and fell on his neck and kissed him: and 
they wept.” God had answered Jacob’s prayer 
by changing both Jacob and Esau. Then Esau 
enquires about the household, and the droves 
which had met him. Esau seems reluctant to 
take the presents, but Jacob insists, and Esau 
at last accepts. ‘This is more or less customary 
among Eastern people. 


Esau wanted them to travel together, but 
this does not suit Jacob, who makes excuses 
about the children and herds and tells Esau 
that he will follow more slowly to Mount Seir, 


_Esau’s home. Jacob does not go there but went 


to Succoth and then to Shechem where he bought 
a parcel of ground and erected an altar to God, 


the God of Israel. This seems to show that 


Jacob did not entirely trust his brother. He 


chose to remain separate from him. If Jacob 


was to be Israel then the less he associated with 
Esau the better. 


The reconciliation is complete as far as open 
hostilities were concerned but there does not 
seem to be very much real brotherly love be- 
tween the two. We can easily see why this was 
true and best for Israel and the future of the 
covenant people of God. The chosen seed were 
to be descended from Israel, not a mingling 
of the two lines. God had His own plans for 
the welfare of Israel and his sons. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 9 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“What Is Right” 


Scripture: Psalm 119:9-16 


Suggested Hymns: 
“I Would Be True” 
“How Precious Is The Book Divine” 
“Tl Am Thine, O Lord” 


Program Leader: 


When we think of what is right and what is - 


wrong we are fully aware that we ordinarily 
know far better than we do. In other words, 
if we lived up to what we already know, we 
would be much better people than we are. There 
are times, however, when the problem of what 
to do or say or think is a very real one. There 
are times when we honestly do not know what 
is right. What are we to do when faced with 
such situations? How can we know what is 
right? In this program and in the next three 
after this one we shall be trying to find the 
answers to these questions. 


First Speaker: 

We can gain some very valuable knowledge 
of right and wrong from the laws of the land. 
We should be very thankful that the legal code 
of our society is based on morality. In some 
nations the laws are nothing more than the 
selfish whims of some powerful individual. The 
laws of our land find their basis in the funda- 
mental issues of right and wrong without regard 
to individuals. The laws of the land, however, 
are not infallible, and unscrupulous persons are 
sometimes able to violate the intent of the law 
and use it for unrighteous ends. Then too, there 
are many situations in our lives which are not 
covered by the laws of society. 


Other valuable knowledge of right and wrong 
comes from the customs of our society. The 
customs are especially helpful when the society 
from which they come is made up of Christians. 
There is no fully perfect society, and no custom 
is perfectly reliable as a guide for our living. 
As in the case of the laws of the land, the cus- 
toms of society are not applicable to all our 
problems. 


We are all familiar with the adage, “Let 
your conscience be your guide.”’ The voice with- 
in us is certainly helpful in directing our lives 
and guiding our decisions, especially if it is a 
Christian conscience. It is possible for our con- 
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sciences to become warped and perverted. The 
conscience which is not heeded becomes dulled. 
The conscience which is not transformed by 
Christ and dedicated to Him can be fatally mis- 
leading. Your conscience is not wholly depend- 
able. All of these guides for living are helpful, 
and we should make use of them all, but we 
must look farther in order to find a fully reliable 
guide to what is right. 


Second Speaker: 

Our Shorter Catechism says, “The Scriptures 
principally teach what man is to believe con- 
cerning God, and what duty God requires of 
man.” Jn other words, the Bible tells us what 
is right to believe and what is right to do. The 
Bible has the authoritative answer to the ques- 
tion “What is righte”’ 


Most of us understand that the Bible is not 
a book of magic. We do not expect to open it 
with our eyes closed and find an answer to our 
problem in the first verse our finger touches. 
We cannot seek out a solution to our difficulties 
by looking in the index as we seek information 
from an encyclopedia. If we would know the 
truth of the Bible about right and wrong, we 
must engage in some diligent study. There is 
no easy way of knowing the Bible. Whenever 
we become saturated with the Word of God, 
then we shall know what is right. The Psalmist 
said, ‘““Thy word have I hid in my heart, that 
I might not sin against Thee.” 


‘ God has spoken to us in His Word, and He 
has given us His Spirit to help us understand 
what He has said. The Bible tells us that 


spiritual things are spiritually discerned, That — 


means that the Spirit of God helps us under- 
stand the things of the spirit. Jesus said of 
the Holy Spirit, “He shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, what- 


soever I have said unto you.” As we seek the 


answer of the Bible to what is right, we ought 
always to ask for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
If you are in doubt as to what to think or say 
or do, pray to the Lord for an answer, and 
let the Spirit speak to you through the Scrip- 
tures. 


Program Leader: 
(In order that the idea presented by the sec- 
ond speaker may be demonstrated, divide the 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


- 


Cr = 


AS 
den oan 
we 
| 
W 
b 
Ww 
h 
O 
| ne 
Ww 
(1 
| ti 
3 
tl 
( 
Ww 
Ww 
G 
ne 
fa 
W 
tH 
ey 
Ww 
W 
H 
Ca 
of 
(\ 
to 
24 
ha 
Pp 
su 
pe 
ce 
OV 
Sal 
MA 


young people into small groups, and assign one 
of the following Scripture passages to each 
group to tell how its passage of Scripture goes 
deeper than law, custom, or conscience in de- 
termining what is right and wrong. Matthew 
5:21-26, 27-32, 33-37, 38-42, and 43-47.) 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, June 9, I Peter 3:1-12. Some of the 
women to whom Peter was writing had hus- 
bands who were not Christians (v.1). These 
women could do little talking to win their 
husbands to Christ; it had to be done through 
their lives (vv.1-2). Thus they were advised 
on the kind of behavior that would best win 
their husbands, a behavior that would bring 
no reproach on the Christian faith and that 
would be attractive to the non-Christian 
(vv.1-6). How would an overbearing wife bring 
reproach on the Christian faith? What advan- 
tages would a stress on the qualities of v.4 
rather than those of v. 3 have? How does 
the behavior expected of the Christian husband 
(v. 7) balance that expected of the Christian 
wife (vv.1-2,5-6) ? How would this balance to- 
gether with the characteristics of vv.8-9 add to 
the happiness and usefulness of your home? 


Monday, June 10, I Peter 3:13-22. Whenever 


we are called upon to make a defense of the © 


Gospel (v.15), we must do so in the spirit of 
v.15b. If our defense is not made in this man- 
ner, we can do more damage to the Christian 
faith than if we do not attempt to defend it. 
What is probably the dominant factor in put- 
ting to shame those who oppose us (v.16) ? How- 
ever, even if our defense is presented well and 
winsomely, there will still be times when we 
will meet persecution (vv.13-14,16-17). Christ, 
Himself, was persecuted (v.18). The Christian 
has no reason to be afraid of the opposition 
(v.l4b). If his conscience is clear (v.16a), he 
can be confident that he rests within the will 
of God (v.17). If Christ is revered in his heart 
(v.15a), the Christian will find divine resources 
to be all he is expected to be. Note Jude 20-21, 
24-25) . 


Tuesday, June 11, I Peter 4:1-6. Suffering 
has a purifying effect upon the soul (v. 1). 
“Ceased from sin” (v.1) does not imply sinless 
perfection. What verse one is saying is that 
suffering for the sake of Christ so re-orients a 
person’s view of life that his living becomes 
centered in the will of God rather than in his 
own desires (v.2) . Through suffering for Christ’s 
sake, the Christian can look to God to do some- 
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thing in his life that will help release him from 
the tyranny of temptation to obedience to Him 
(See Psalm 119:67,71). What is the nature of 
the suffering of the Christians in vv.3-4? What 
knowledge does the abused Christian have that 
some day things will be made right (v.5)? Who 
will do the judging (v.5)? How should this 
knowledge help a Christian “turn the other 


_ cheek?” Can you look upon abuse for the sake 


of Christ as something that will work for your 
good? 


Wednesday, June 12, I Peter 4:7-11. When 
Peter said, “The end of all things is at hand” 
(v.7), he did not mean that Christ was going 
to come right at that time, but that His coming 
would be the next step in God’s program and 
that it might come to pass at any unknown 
moment (cf. 4:7 with II Peter 3:8-10). What 
two primary virtues does Peter list in vv.7b-11 
that should be ours in the light of the fact that 
all things are soon to be destroyed? Is sobriety 
or frivolity the rule of American life today? In 
what two ways does Peter say we are to make 


_ our love practical (vv.8-10)? What is the ulti- 


mate purpose of our living in love one with 
another? (v.11) 


Thursday, June 13, I Peter 4:12-19. It is 
indeed strange that the Christian should rejoice 
in suffering (vv.13,14,16). What point does 
Peter make in vv.13,15 about the reason for 
which a Christian is abused? What is part of 
the purpose of suffering for Jesus’ sake (v.12) ? 
What relation to God the Father can the per- 
secuted Christian find (vv.12,14,16,19)? to 
Christ (v.13)? Upon what should a Christian 
keep his eyes when he is tempted to deny 
Christ rather than suffer for Him (vv.13b,17-18) ? 
Why did the early Christians rejoice under per- 
secution for Christ’s sake (Acts 5:40-41)? Do 
you feel that your relationship to Christ is 
worth suffering for? Could you rejoice under 
persecution? 


Friday, June 14, I Peter 5:1-5. Notice the 
three ways in which Peter exhorts the elders 
to perform their Christian responsibilities — 
willingly, eagerly, as examples (vv.2-3). How 
do you measure up to these standards? Do you 
ever work in the church because of pressure 


put upon you (v.2a)? because of something you 


gain from it (v.2b)? because of the opportunity 
it gives you to assume an important, dominant 
position (v.3)? What reward are we justified 
in seeking from our Christian work (v.4) ? Why 


is it that Christians really accomplish some- 


thing for God only when they are willing to 
assume a humble position (v.5)? Though the 
Christian is never to exalt himself, in due time 
God will exalt him (v.6). 


Saturday, June 15, I Peter 5:6-11. Comfort and 


help of the most practical kind is given to the 
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suffering Christian in these verses. Have you 
ever fully followed the advice of v.7a? Do you 
believe the statement of v.7b? ‘The Christian’s 
freedom from care (v.7) does not imply that 
he need not be careful (v.8) to guard against 
temptation, but that he can know that his 
God (vv.6-7) is greater than his adversary (v.8) , 


and that his careful efforts to resist Satan in 


God's strength will be successful (v.10). It al- 


ways help to know that we are not alone in 
our difficulties (v.9), and that they will not 
last very long (v.10). Let us humbly yield our- 
selves to God’s will (v.6). May His control 
be supreme forever (v.11). 


NEWS 


THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 
Jan. 16 - April 30, 1957 


The General Fund Agencies 
Budget for 1957 $893,259.00 
Receipts to date 131,110.60 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 14.68%, 


Balance needed for the year 762,148.40 
Interchurch Agencies 
Budget for 1957 $23,595.00 
Budget receipts to date $4,040.03 
Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 
Balance needed for the year $19,554.97 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Maxton — The Honor Roll and Dean’s List for 
the second six weeks of the second semester has 
been announced by the Registrar’s Office of Pres- 
byterian Junior College as follows: Honor Roll: 
Miss Marilyn Adams, Laurinburg, N. C. Dean’s 
List: John C. Adams, Jr., Gibson; Luis Alonso, 
Venezuela; M. H. Barbee, Kinston; L. E. Barber, 
Laurel Hill; Tommy Blake, Southport; Dennis Bul- 
lock, Greenville; James Clinard, Winston-Salem; 
Tiffany Cothran, Raeford; Jimmy Deese, Char- 
lotte; Billy Dickson, Waxhaw; Larry Earp, Char- 
lotte; R. D. Evers, Red Springs; Ben Fordham, 
Kinston; Royce Fulp, Walkertown; John Hamer, 
Maxton; Bob Holladay, Suffolk, Va.; Wellon Hun- 
ter, Chinquapin; Dewey Jackson, Biscoe; Earl 
Jackson, Jr., Gastonia; James L. Johnson, Jr., 
Washington, N. C.; Betty Joe Kershaw, Dillon, 
S. C.; Dick Little, Wadesboro; W. J. Moore, Flor- 
ence, S. C.; Tommy McClure, Charlotte; E. W. 
McMillan, Laurinburg; Charles McDonald, Lilling- 
ton; Bill McRell, Fort Bragg; John Page, ‘Smyrna; 
Bong Ho Park, Korea; Marshall Purvis, Tatum, 
S. C.; John Sloan, Jr., Aberdeen; J. K. Smith, Jr., 
Hamlet; Ed Strickland, Lumberton; Marylin Tapp, 
Raeford; Teddy Walker, Florence, S. C.; Ivo Wort- 
man, Acme. 


Davidson — Ten winners of National Merit 
Scholarships will enroll as freshmen at Davidson 
College in September. 


Eight will attend as National Merit Scholars, 
and two as George F. Baker scholars. The latter 
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won National Merit Scholarships at other institu- 
tions, but accepted Baker scholarships to Davidson. 


Four of the winners are from North Carolina, 
two each from South Carolina and Virginia, and 
one each from Texas and Alabama. 


Last year only 15 colleges and universities in 
the United States had eight or more National 
Merit Scholars. 


This year 160,000 outstanding students in 13,000 
high schools competed for National Merit Scholar- 
ships, and 832 winners were chosen. 


Recipients were selected on the basis of their 
ability to benefit from a college education, an 
important index of which was their relative scores 
on scholastic aptitude tests. Stipends payable to 
the scholar are based entirely upon need, and 
vary from $100 up to full tuition and expenses. 


The program is made possible by grants from 
American business and industry, and the adminis- 
trative expenses financed by the Ford Foundation 


and the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 


National Merit winners who will attend David- 
son from North Carolina are Elwood Franklin 
Hartman, Greensboro; Howard Roger Pancoast, 
High Point; Jerry Pacques, Mooresville; and Spiro 
Macris, Wilmington. 


Macris and Jacques won National Merit Scholar- 
ships to other institutions but elected to accept 
Baker scholarships to Davidson. Dawvidson’s 25 
competitive scholars are chosen in a manner similar 
to that of the National Merit program, and the 
amounts based upon need. 


From South Carolina are Herbert Andrew Blake 
of Anderson and Joseph Donald Randolph, Jr., of 
Greenville. 


From Virginia are Hansford Muse Epes, Jr., 
of Lynchburg and James Thomas Anderson of 
Alexandria. 


The other two winners are David Norris McKin- 
non of Greenville, Ala.; and William Clifford 
Martin, III, of Longview, Texas. 


The Consolidated Presbyterian College 


Laurinburg — Actions were taken today by the 
Board of Trustees of the Consolidated Presbyterian 
College that the Board of the Consolidated Presby- 
terian College “give its first attention to plans 
looking toward the opening of the Consolidated 
College at the earliest feasible date,” ... “that 
the Building Committee, with the acting president 
as interviewer, be directed to proceed immediately 
to employ architectural counsel so that when the 
curriculum study is completed, steps may be taken 
at once to draft plans for the campus and its 
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buildings,” that the Board ask Synod to request | 


“the three Boards of the consolidating colleges 
to execute papers and instruments of consolida- 
tion immediately following the meeting of Synod 
in Montreat, June 25-27,” and “that the chairman 
appoint a special committee which shall receive 
and consider any and all proposals regarding the 
continued operation of or advantageous uses of 


the buildings and grounds of the colleges involved 


in the merger, but that for the present the Board 
‘give its first attention to plans looking toward 
the opening of the Consolidated College.”’ 7 


The Board met at Presbyterian Junior College 
in Maxton, six miles from the new 800 acre campus 
in Laurinburg, being attended by thirty-three per- 
sons, including the acting president and vice- 
president of the college, the college attorney, and 
the executive secretary of the Synod of North 
Carolina. Only three members of the Board were 
absent. After luncheon in the McNair Cafeteria, 
Chairman Hector MacLean called the meeting to 
order in the faculty room of Presbyterian Junior 
College. Dr. Roy Watts led in prayer. Dr. Mar- 
shall S. Woodson, acting president, reported, em- 
phasizing progress in the Curriculum Study which 
will be completed by a carefully chosen panel 
made up of the most competent educators avail- 
able, who will spend a four-week period of in- 
tensive study during the summer on the campus 
of the University of North Carolina where adequate 
library and other facilities are available. The 
purpose of the study is to develop an ideal Chris- 
tian liberal arts curriculum. While this curriculum 
will be drafted primarily for the Consolidated Col- 
lege, it is hoped that the study might result in 
a significant contribution to Christian higher edu- 
cation generally throughout America. 


Dr. Warner Hall was requested to write a let- 
ter of thanks for the cooperation of the Uni- 
versity to Dr. William F. Friday, president of 
the University. Those who have accepted appoint- 
ment on the panel to date are: Dean Jameson 
Jones of Southwestern, Dean William Taeusch of 
Wooster, Dean Sidney J. French of Rollins, Pro- 
fessor Rene Williamson of Louisiana State Uni- 
versity, Professor Rowland Fry of Emory, and 
Dean Price H. Gwynn of Flora Macdonald. 


The votes of the Presbyteries of Wilmington, 
Orange, and Granville to relinquish any claims to 
Peace College property were reported and the 
anticipation that Kings Mountain and later Alber- 
marle Presbyteries will do likewise was expressed. 
The whole matter of the desire of friends of 
Peace College that the Consolidated Board make 
some commitment binding it in regard to the 
future utilization of the present campus in Raleigh 
was discussed by Mr. William P. McPherson, Dr. 
James Sprunt, Mr. John Luther McLean, Mr. Dail 
Holderness, Mr. William H. Neal, Dr. Harry Mof- 
fett, Attorney James Dorsett, and Dr. Warner Hall. 


The action recommending that Synod request “the — 


three boards to execute papers and instruments of 
consolidation immediately following the meeting 
of Synod” terminated the discussion. Four mem- 
bers of the Board requested that they be recorded 
as not voting. 


A letter from the chairman of the Scottish Foun- 
dation, Inc., Mr. R. D. McMillan, Jr., was given 
to the trustees. No action was taken in regard to 
the matters discussed in this letter. 


Dr. Marshall S. Woodson in closing his report 
said, ‘In the providence of God we have a chance, 
which may never come to the Synod again, of 
erecting a college of academic excellency and 
positive Christian emphasis, and so firmly under- 
girded financially that it will have a prospect to 
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survive throughout the twentieth century and be- 
yond. We must either go forward with the task 
committed to us by the Synod or become con- 
fused and divided and thus allow the three col- 
leges we all love to retreat to a weaker position 
than even that which existed before the beginning 
of our courageous study.” 


Action was taken to explore with Synod’s Com- 
mittee on Higher Education and with the Presby- 
terian Foundation, of which Dr. John R. Cunning- 
ham will soon become executive, the raising of 
a for the Consolidated Presbyterian Col- 
ege. 


Since the Consolidated Presbyterian College 
Fund, Inc., has been set up, and since the name 
Consolidated Presbyterian College has come to 
be recognized, the opinion was expressed that there 
was no need for haste in selecting a permanent 
name for the college. It was decided not to take 
from the table the recommendations of the com- 
mittee on name.’ 


The Executive Committee was asked to bring 
in recommendations for a regular and frequent 
schedule of meetings of both the Executive Com- 
mittee and the Board in order that plans for the 
Consolidated College may be aggressively promot- 
ed. Employment of a Business Manager and sec- 
retarial help, which will operate the office of the 
college in Laurinburg, were referred to the Execu- 
tive Committee with power to act. 


Action was taken “that a plan be devised for 
enlisting 10,000 people, through the Men-of-the- 
Church and the Women-of-the-Church organiza- 
tions, who will give themselves to earnest and 
importunate prayer that the Presbyterians of North 
Carolina may become harmoniously united and that 
God may bless the efforts and work of the Synod 
in building a Consolidated College which will possess 
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